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Introduction 

This short booklet was written to serve as a reminder to the importance of interfaith 
generosity. As Buddhists, it is our duty to print sutras, make offerings to the Triple 
Gem and to release live fish, shellfish and animals being sold for consumption. 
Furthermore, Buddhism is about cultivating Great Compassion and the Bodhisattva 
Heart. Hence, we must not neglect the importance of interfaith giving to help the poor 
and needy. 

The Great Master Yin Guang (EpifcA^iOhas stated that anyone who does good and 
abstains from all evil is practicing Buddhadharma. Thus, the Venerable Master Chin 
Kung donates (on a monthly basis) generous portions of the offerings he 

receives to Catholic charities that provide food, shelter, medicine and clothes to the 
poor, old and sick of any faith. As long as the charity earnestly helps those who are 
suffering, it does not matter if they are Christian or Hindu. A Buddhist must assist 
anyone of any faith with a heart of equality, great compassion and sincerity. 

It is stated in the Earth Store Sutra, that the merit derived from earnestly and sincerely 
giving to the poor and suffering equals the merit of making offerings to countless 
Buddhas. 

Hence, as Buddhists, we must not hold back from assisting those in need simply 
because they do not practice Buddhism. Instead, we must sincerely help them like if 
we were making offerings to the Buddha himself, for there is actually no difference. 

Note: The merit from this work is dedicated towards Amitabha Pureland 
Rebirth. 



All 84.000 Dharma Doors are Equal 

In the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua's commentary on the Shurangama Sutra, in the 
section that addresses the part of the Sutra where the Buddha states that he appears in 
different forms to teach different sentient beings, an excerpt goes: 
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Sutra: 

"If there are living beings who wish to be the Heavenly 
Lord, leader of heavenly beings, I will appear before them in 
the body ofShakra and speak Dharmafor them, enabling them 
to accomplish their wish. 

Commentary: 

"If there are living beings who wish to be the Heavenly 
Lord": this refers to the Christian God. They want to be the 
"leader of heavenly beings. " They want to rule the heavens. "I 
will appear before them in the body ofShakra and speak 
Dharmafor them, enabling them to accomplish their wish. I 
will manifest as Shakrafor that kind of living being. " Shakra is the 
Heavenly Lord - God. 

Did you know that the Holy Mother of Catholicism is Gwan Shr 
Yin Bodhisattva? Catholics believe in the Holy Mother, because 
they want to be born in the heavens. So Gwan Yin Bodhisattva 
manifests as a goddess to teach and transform them, enabling them 
to be born in the heavens. Of course, they will have to come back 
again from the heavens, but gradually they will make progress. 
Why does Gwan Yin manifest and speak a dharma to help people 
get born in the heavens? His ultimate aim is to get them to believe 
in the Buddha. But since at present their wish is to be born in the 
heavens, he teaches them how to get reborn there. When they return 
from there, they will eventually come to believe in the Buddha. 
Ordinary people feel that the time involved in this process is quite 
long, but actually in the Buddhas' eyes, it is a mere moment, a blink 
of an eye. 

This method can be likened to that of parents who want their 
child to master an excellent profession, but whose child does not 
wish to study that profession. The parents comply and allow the 
child to study what he wishes, but after several false starts, he 
eventually winds up studying that excellent profession his parents 
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suggested. Gwan Yin Bodhisattva's method for teaching and trans- 
forming living beings is to fulfill whatever wishes they might have. 
But the ultimate aim is always to bring living beings to the accom- 
plishment of Buddhahood. 

Hence, from this explanation, we can understand that not only are all the various 
dharma doors in Buddhism equal, but that all the great religions were founded by 
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas to teach sentient beings who could not yet accept 
Buddhism. Groundwork to lead sentient beings towards the Buddhadharma. Moreover, 
the Venerable Master Chin Kung regularly informs us of this same truth during his 
dharma talks. 

Thus, knowing this information, we must ensure the impartiality of our charitable 
giving. We should promote interfaith harmony and assist any charity (regardless of 
faith) when they require resources to further their work in helping the poor and needy. 

Lastly, I would like to bring up the story of Saint Jeanne Jugan, the founder of the 
Little Sisters of the Poor, a Roman Catholic Charity that cares for the elderly and 
impoverished. 

Jeanne Jugan (1792-1879) was a pious nun who spent her entire life dedicated to 
helping the poor and sick. During the winter of 1839, she came across an elderly, 
severely disabled and homeless woman named Anne Chauvin. Jeanne carried the 
women back to her apartment and took her in. She let the women have her own bed 
while she slept in the attic. She continued and expanded her work with the help of her 
colleagues. Thus, The Little Sisters of the Poor congregation was born. Every day, 
they went door to door, asking for donations of food, clothes and money for the 
elderly women under their care. In one incident, a young man hit her in the face. 
Instead of reacting with anger, she calmly replied "you gave that to me, now please 
give something to the elderly". Deeply moved by the sweetness of the reply, the 
young man donated all the money he had towards her cause. 

Although she had founded the congregation, she was not allowed to lead it. Instead, 
Abbe Auguste Le Pailleur, the appointed Superior General, forced her out of her 
leadership position and later forced her to retire, attempting to take credit for her work. 
Even against such adversity, she simply replied "you have taken my life's work from 
me, but I gladly give it to you". 
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In the Diamond Sutra, an important passage goes: 

& ' ttmiMM* • 

Subhuti, If a Bodhisattva practices generosity by donating precious metals and 
stones as numerous as there are sand grains in the Ganges, his merit would still 
be vastly inferior to the Bodhisattva who understands that the ego is false and all 

dharma is attained by forbearance . 

Hence, we can see that Saint Jeanne Jugan's conduct confirms fully with the part of 
the passage that is underlined. She was selfless and showed forbearance always. She 
was not attached to prestige or even the most basic self interests, but simply did all 
she could to help the poor and needy. Such is a conduct of someone practicing the 
Bodhisattva path, such is the conduct of Guan Yin Bodhisattva. Hence, how could we 
ignore such a congregation (which is still in existence today, carrying out her work on 
a global scale) simply because they are Catholic? 

Furthermore, in the Earth Store Sutra, a passage goes: 

"Moreover, Earth Store, in the future, leaders of nations, Brahmans, and others 
may have compassionate thoughts upon seeing the old, the sick, or women in 
childbirth, and may provide them with medicinal herbs, food, drink, and bedding so 
as to make them peaceful and comfortable. The blessings and benefits derived from 
doing that are quite inconceivable. For one thousand eons they will always be lords 
of the Pure Dwelling Heavens. For two hundred eons they will be lords in the Six 
Desire Heavens, and they will ultimately attain Buddhahood. They will never fall 
into the Evil Paths, and for hundreds of thousands of lives they will hear no sounds 
of suffering. 

Thus, it is clear that Buddhism is and has always been built on true selfless and 
impartial compassion, regardless of where it is found. Those who have true 
compassion but have not yet encountered the dharma that will allow them to end 
death and rebirth, will meet it in due course. This is because their compassionate 
hearts naturally guides them towards the Buddhadharma. 
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Conclusion: 



Hence, we must always be mindful of our biases. If we regularly ignore the requests 
of non Buddhist charities or give them only minor attention, then we are at fault. We 
are not cultivating Great Compassion nor emulating the conduct of the Sages if we 
display such partiality. If we regularly criticize other religions for not being able to 
transcend the six realms, then we are being arrogant, thereby drowning ourselves in 
ego. 

Hence, I exhort all who read this to extend a hand towards charities of different faiths 
who are sincerely helping the poor, disabled and needy. Furthermore, praise their 
compassion and make their virtues known to others. 
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